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MINUTES  
 

Meeting: London Assembly  
(Mayor's Question Time) 

Date: Wednesday 16 September 2015 
Time: 10.00 am 
Place: Chamber, City Hall, The Queen's 

Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
 
Copies of the minutes may be found at: http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-
assembly/whole-assembly 
 
 
Present: 
 
Tony Arbour AM (Deputy Chairman in the Chair) 

Andrew Boff AM 

Victoria Borwick AM MP 

James Cleverly AM MP 

Tom Copley AM 

Andrew Dismore AM 

Len Duvall AM 

Roger Evans AM 

Jenny Jones AM 

Stephen Knight AM 

 

Kit Malthouse AM MP 

Joanne McCartney AM 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM 

Murad Qureshi AM 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM 

Navin Shah AM 

Valerie Shawcross CBE AM 

Richard Tracey AM 

Fiona Twycross AM 
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1   Apologies for Absence and Chair's Announcements (Item 1) 

 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of: the Chair, Jennette Arnold OBE AM; Gareth 

Bacon AM; Mayor John Biggs AM; Nicky Gavron AM; Darren Johnson AM; and Steve 

O’Connell AM.  

 

1.2 The Chairman welcomed to the public gallery members of Transport for London’s (TfL) 

graduate scheme, a group of TfL apprentice project managers, visitors from the Lewisham 

chapter of South East London Vision and a number of Hackney carriage drivers. 
 
 

2   Declarations of Interests (Item 2) 

 

2.1 Resolved: 

 

That the list of offices held by Assembly Members, as set out in the table at Agenda 

Item 2, be noted as disclosable pecuniary interests. 
 
 

3   Mayor's Report (Item 3) 

 

4.1 Resolved: 

 

That the Mayor’s Report covering the period from 2 July to 2 September 2015 be 

noted. 

 

4.2 In accordance with Standing Order 5.4A, the Mayor gave an oral update on matters occurring 

since the publication of his report. The record of the oral update is attached at Appendix 1. 
 
 

4   Questions to the Mayor (Item 4) 

 

5.1 The record of the discussion with the Mayor, including oral answers given by the Mayor to 

Members’ questions, is attached as Appendix 2. 

 

5.2 The written answers to those questions not asked or unanswered during the meeting is 

attached as Appendix 3. 

 

5.3 During the course of the question and answer session, at 10.39am, following disruptions to 

the meeting from members of the public, and in accordance with Standing Order 2.12, the 

Chairman adjourned the meeting and requested that the persons causing disruption be 

removed from the meeting room. The meeting reconvened at 11.08am. At the Chairman’s 

request, the meeting reconvened in Committee Room 5. 
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5.4 In accordance with Standing Order 4.4, Len Duvall AM raised a point of order in which he 

asked the Chairman to consider reconvening the meeting in the Chamber. He agreed that 

safety considerations had to be paramount and noted that judgements had to be made in that 

regard, but explained that a majority of Members were in favour of reconvening a fully open 

meeting in the Chamber.  

 

5.5 The Chairman requested an update from the Head of Committee and Member Services in 

relation to the handling of disruption within the building. The Head of Committee and 

Member Services explained that a member of City Hall security staff had been assaulted and 

knocked unconscious. The police and ambulance service were in attendance and it was 

understood that the police were still dealing with a relatively volatile situation in terms of the 

dispersal of members of the public. The advice of officers at that point was, therefore, that it 

would be problematic immediately to reconvene the meeting in the Chamber, but the Head of 

Committee and Member Services advised Members that he would seek an urgent update on 

the situation and provide updated advice as soon as possible.  He explained that, in terms of 

the statutory requirements in relation to access to the meeting and the proper recording of 

answers to questions put to the Mayor, the minimum statutory requirements were being met 

in that a limited number of members of the public were able to attend and the meeting was 

additionally being recorded and broadcast. However, officers were of course in Members’ 

hands in terms of the formal decision regarding the venue for the meeting.   

 

5.6 Following debate, the Chairman indicated his intention to continue with the question and 

answer session in the current location until it was possible safely to reconvene the meeting in 

the Chamber.   

 

5.7 At 11.44am, following further advice from officers, the Chairman adjourned the meeting in 

order to reconvene the meeting in the Chamber. The meeting reconvened at 11.49am. 

 

5.8 During the course of the question and answer session the Chairman proposed, and it was 

agreed, that Standing Order 2.9B be suspended to extend the meeting in order to allow the 

remaining questions on the priority order paper to be put to the Mayor and for the remaining 

items of business on the agenda to be considered. 

 
5.9 At the conclusion of the question and answer session, the Assembly agreed the motion set out 

on the agenda in the name of the Chairman, namely:  
 

“That the Assembly notes the answers to the questions asked”. 
 
 

5   Date of Next Meeting (Item 5) 

 
5.1 It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of the London Assembly would be the Mayor’s 

Question Time meeting which would take place at 10.00am on Wednesday 21 October 2015 in 
the Chamber at City Hall. 
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6   Any Other Business the Chair Considers Urgent (Item 6) 

 
Thanks to City Hall Security Staff 

 
6.1 The Chairman invited City Hall’s security team onto the floor of the Chamber and the 

Chairman, on behalf of the Assembly, and the Mayor placed on record their thanks to the team 
for their work in dealing with disruption in the building during the day. 

 
Departure of Victoria Borwick AM MP 

 

6.2 Victoria Borwick AM MP addressed the meeting, formally confirming her intention to resign 

from office as an Assembly Member at the close of the meeting. Victoria Borwick AM MP 

thanked the Mayor and Assembly Members for their support and referred to the range of work 

she had undertaken during her time at the GLA, including: her role as Deputy Mayor; work on 

the Police Authority and the civil liberties panel; and Assembly visits to the Underground, 

London’s sewer system and to the Olympic park prior to the Park’s competition. She noted the 

transformation to London during those years and the important work that Assembly Members 

did to stand up for Londoners and promote the city.  

 

6.3 The Mayor placed on record his thanks to Victoria Borwick AM MP for her work as Deputy 

Mayor and as an Assembly Member and referred in particular to the huge amount time she had 

devoted to those duties and also to the important contribution she had made to the Mayor’s 

work on health matters.   

 

6.4 The Chairman and lead Assembly Members – Len Duvall AM, Andrew Boff AM, Caroline 

Pidgeon AM and Jenny Jones AM – additionally placed on record their thanks and wished her 

well in her role as a Member of Parliament.  
 
 

7   Close of Meeting  

 
7.1 The meeting closed at 1.11pm. 
 
 
 
    

Chairman  Date 
 
Contact Officer: Rebecca Arnold 

Committee Services Manager  
GLA Secretariat, City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA 

Telephone: 020 7983 4421 
Email: rebecca.arnold@london.gov.uk 
 


